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Jefferson Park represents two distinct building periods – pre World War II and post-World War II.  

During the initial development of the neighborhood, 1898-1945, the homes reflected a variety of 

architectural styles including Bungalow, Spanish Colonial Revival, Pueblo Revival, Southwest and 

National Folk.* 

Architecture:  Pre-World War II 

WINDOWS   Note the three window treatments in the neighborhood:  “Spanish Colonial Revival” 

and “Southwest Style” houses that were built prior to World War II often have a set of three arched 

windows on the front with a large fixed picture window in the center flanked by narrow operable 

windows, usually wood casement or single-hung sash.   

 

FOUNDATIONS - rocks- Near the 

University and in surrounding neighborhoods, 

dark grey or black volcanic rock is found in 

walls and foundations.  It came from a quarry at 

the base of “A” mountain. Formerly named 

“Sentinel Peak”, the mountain got its popular 

name after 1915.   In 1915, after a football win 

against Pomona College, the team captain , 

Albert Condron organized the digging of the 

trench for an “A” which now appears on the east 

side of Sentinel Peak—forever after “A” 

Mountain.  The 

 construction and cost of  

$397 was accomplished  

by donations and  

volunteer work by the  

students. The “A” is  

70 feet wide and  

100 feet long. 

 

 

 

 

Quarry rock on lower level of the house on Lester. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-World War II 

WINDOWS 

Note the three-window treatments in the 

neighborhood: In postwar construction there is 

a rectangular variation of the tripartite window 

theme of the Spanish Colonial Revival and SW 

Style houses that is wide spread.  It consists of 

a large steel sash picture window flanked by a 

narrow vertical casement window. 

 

 

Late 1940’s - After the war, veterans flooded 

the University to get their education.  With 

them came a rush of home building, families, 

U of A professors, City planners, and others 

who began the work of growing Tucson.   

The classic architectural style reflected the 

love of the automobile –the ranch style with 

carport and side door leading into the kitchen. 
  

 

    

Above: Simple 

Builder Ranch 

 

Right: Postwar 

Territorial 

After World War II, the style changed 

and was influenced by a growing population 

and its automobiles. America was in love with 

the automobile after the war--notice the many 

carports directly off the kitchens.  The postwar 

styles include Transitional Ranch, Simple 

Builder Ranch, Simple Custom Ranch, Modern 

Ranch, Tucson Ranch, Postwar Pueblo and 

Postwar Territorial.* 

 *Excerpted from the “Character-Defining Elements of the Jefferson Park Neighborhood”  

prepared by Scott Solliday, Archaeological Consulting Services, Inc., 2009.   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Replaced with mini-dorms, hospital greenspace, 

mini subdivision 

Demolished 2008  

Demolished 2012  

Demolished 2012  
Demolished 2019  

Demolished 

Over Time – The Architecture changes 

    

  


